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Katherine Wisner McCluskey 

To carve me out one solid moment here — 
Afraid of cruel winds to blow, 
Winds implacable that know 
Shadows go. 

Winds strip shadows off from hills, 

Signalled by cloudy change above. 

An instant's whim, and death may harry love. 

Should it sever you from me, 

I drift, I drift, 

Agnostic of reality. 



A PARABLE 

The magnolia bud 

Loosens her white garments 

With exquisite reserve. 

So love unfolds 

While delicate mysteries, 

Like odors, 

Subtly escape. 

The white magnolia, 
Of lucent petals 
Textured like woman skin, 
Crumples to leather 
Limp and brown, 
Binding a story told. 
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